

[bookmark: _Hlk69800276][bookmark: _Hlk72757193]SUGGESTED DISCUSSION POINTS FROM JUNE 27, 2021 SERMON
[bookmark: _Hlk75250354]Received Everything and Appreciated Nothing

[bookmark: _Hlk75250307]Do you look at your life and identify with Israel: God gave them everything, but they appreciated nothing?

What is the value in contemplating the seriousness and immensity of your accumulated sin?  What is the danger in doing so?  What is the danger of never doing so?

Why did this prayer of confession begin with creation?  How might doing the same make your own prayers more meaningful?

Do you praise God for His creation power?  Do you recognize your obligation to the One who made you and sustains you?  

How does going over the history of Israel help us to ponder our own sinfulness?  Do we sometimes blame Israel for their stubborn sinfulness while overlooking the fact that we are the same?

Is God pleased or offended when we appeal to Him for mercy?

Why is it often so difficult to acknowledge and confess clearly our own sins?  Why must we?  

Discuss how grace is the foundation of the re-commitment. 
Consider John Piper’s words, “Inexhaustible grace is the basis of our covenant affirmations. We are not taking a deep breath this morning and saying: Here goes, I'll give it my best shot. Instead we are saying: "With such a God as this, there is hope that I will get the help I need, and when I stumble and repent, He will forgive me and have me back. And I will press on in the promises I have made."

Make a commitment to follow the Lord once again.  
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Received Everything and Appreciated Nothing
Nehemiah 9:1-38


God’s Faithfulness




Israel’s Unfaithfulness




Renewed Commitment 
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