

 SUGGESTED DISCUSSION POINTS FROM JANUARY 31, 2021 SERMON
Jesus is the Fulfillment of the Law



Do you view the Old Testament as being strict and rigid but Jesus as so loving and free?  Why is this a misunderstanding of both the OT and Jesus?  
 
Discuss:  The entire Old Testament is valid when seen in the reality of its fulfillment in Christ.
 
How would this be extremely heretical if it weren’t true?  Jesus basically says, “I am not getting rid of the Old Testament because the Old Testament is about Me.  Everything that the Law and the Prophets say point to Me.”       
 
Discuss: Jesus is the realization of what the Old Testament has been anticipating all along.
 
Give some examples of how Jesus fulfills the OT. 
 
Discuss: The OT is valid and applicable as it is interpreted through the lens of Jesus. Read the OT through Jesus glasses.  
 
Explain how Jesus takes the OT law higher and deeper.  
 
Discuss: No part of God’s Word should be thrown aside but should be understood in light of its fulfillment in Jesus and appropriately obeyed and taught.  
 
How can we encourage and teach one another to obey God’s commands in the journey of life?
 
How should we understand verse 20? (This exceeding righteousness is not achieved by our works but is a gift of grace).  
 
Explain how Jesus works an inside-out transformation in our lives.  Why is this important with regard to the law?  
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“Anticipation and Realization” (verses 17-18)
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