
 

  

  SUGGESTED DISCUSSION POINTS FROM APRIL 11, 2021 SERMON 

Critical & Condemning 

 

Would you like to move away from criticism to a heart of mercy?   
  
How has, “Do not Judge,” been misunderstood?   
  
Discuss:  Judgmental = condemning and critical spirit  
  
Do you ever feel yourself drifting into ‘criticism mode’?  
  
Why is it that we are tempted the most to judge those who are 
the closest to us? 
  
Explain why this beatitude is so important: Matthew 5:7, “Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”  What does this 
have to do with judging? 
  
Discuss this quote: William F. Warren, “After self-criticism takes 
place, relationships are based on redemptive empathy rather 
than condemning detachment.”  
  
How well do you handle correction?    
  
How should you show discernment in the way you correct 
others?   
  
How has it gone well for you and how has it gone bad in 
correcting others?   
  
As a Small Group – Talk through the Prayer that was inserted in 
your bulletin.   
  
 
 

 SUGGESTED DISCUSSION POINTS FROM APRIL 11, 2021 SERMON 

Critical & Condemning 

 

Would you like to move away from criticism to a heart of mercy?   
  
How has, “Do not Judge,” been misunderstood?   
  
Discuss:  Judgmental = condemning and critical spirit  
  
Do you ever feel yourself drifting into ‘criticism mode’?  
  
Why is it that we are tempted the most to judge those who are 
the closest to us? 
  
Explain why this beatitude is so important: Matthew 5:7, “Blessed 
are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”  What does this 
have to do with judging? 
  
Discuss this quote: William F. Warren, “After self-criticism takes 
place, relationships are based on redemptive empathy rather 
than condemning detachment.”  
  
How well do you handle correction?    
  
How should you show discernment in the way you correct 
others?   
  
How has it gone well for you and how has it gone bad in 
correcting others?   
  
As a Small Group – Talk through the Prayer that was inserted in 
your bulletin.   
  
 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Teaching Series 
Dr. Jason Lancaster 

Week 11 
April 11, 2021 

 

                 
Critical & Condemning 

Matthew 7:1-6 
 

 
“I confess this judgment, condemnation, self-righteousness, and 
bitterness towards _____ as sin.  I confess that I don’t have the 
right or ability to judge ______.  I ask Your forgiveness for this 
judgment, condemnation, self-righteousness, and bitterness.  I 
renounce this judgment, condemnation, self-righteousness, and 
bitterness.  I am willing to forgive and release ______’s sins against 
me.  I acknowledge that I cannot change my own heart and 
mind.  I ask You to give me true repentance – I ask you to give me 
Your heart, Your mind, Your truth, and Your compassion, 
humility, and forgiveness towards ______ regarding ______.  Lord, I 
cannot free myself, but I am willing to be freed.  I cooperate with 
Your desire to free me by consenting to Your work in my heart.” 
Amen.  
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